
 
 

WHIDBEY ISLAND GENEALOGICAL SEARCHERS 

General Meeting Minutes 
 
President Margie Kott called the meeting to order at 1:05 pm, Tuesday, October 15, 2019, at the 
Oak Harbor Lutheran Church, 1253 NW 2nd Avenue, Oak Harbor, WA.   
 
Announcements and courtesies were called for and acknowledged.  Margie announced an error 
in the latest edition of “The Searcher” correcting the statement that WIGS is 25 years old and not 
45 and that she has records from 1994 to the present, not 1974.   
 
Barbara Green introduced today’s guest speaker, Mary Kathryn Kozy, who gave a very 
informative presentation, “From Matches in a List to Family: Case Studies in DNA”.  Her 
presentation provided important principles for establishing family relationships amongst DNA 
matches and solving challenging cases.   
 
The general business meeting was held after her presentation.   
 
President:  Margie Kott reminded us it is time for the annual election of officers.  Two volunteers 
are needed to serve in the position of President and of Vice President.  We have two members 
willing to serve as Treasurer and Secretary.  Per our Articles of Incorporation and our By-laws, we 
must have four officers to continue as an organization.  Without four officers our options are: 

1. Dissolve the organization or  
2. Merge with another organization.  

All members have already been contacted and solicited for their help.  We will call for volunteers 
again at the regular November meeting.  If still we have no one willing to serve, in December the 
members must vote for one of the two choices listed above.   
 
Responding to a members question from the floor, Margie described the time commitment 
necessary for the officers.   
 
Danny Hahn was appointed to the position of Secretary to fill that vacancy.   
 
Membership:  Judy Wagner reported 16 members in attendance, plus one new member joining 
today, and one guest.   
 
Programs and Publicity:  Position Vacant.  Volunteer needed.   
 
Library:  Volunteer needed for 2020.  Jackie Vannice is temporarily serving as the Library Chair.  
The existing library materials must be relocated from their current location, and Dave Flomerfelt 
has volunteered to store them temporarily from November through April 2020.  The inventory 
listings of the material available from the WIGS library are available on our website.  Any member 
may request a book or periodical from Jackie Vannice, and she will retrieve the item.  Three 
books from a Pennsylvania genealogical group were donated by a member today.   
 
Newsletter:  John Richter stated he has been in this position for five years and would like 
someone to take over.  He produces our newsletter, “The Searcher” 4 times per year.  His time 



commitment is approximately 5 – 10 hours per quarter, gathering the information, typing and 
formatting, emailing to all members and printing a few extra copies.   
 
Ways and Means:  Position Vacant.  Volunteer needed.   
 
Historian:  Jeanan Richter stated she will not be available for the majority of the WIGS meetings 
in 2020 and requested a volunteer to assume her responsibilities.  She photographs our events 
and keeps a scrapbook.  Margie Kott says she also maintains an archival box of the 
organization’s history.   
 
Education and Trips:  Position Vacant.  Volunteer needed.   
 
Next Meeting:  The next WIGS meeting will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 19, 2019, at the 
Oak Harbor Lutheran Church.   
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:00 pm.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Danny Hahn, Secretary 


