
 
 

WHIDBEY ISLAND GENEALOGICAL SEARCHERS 

General Meeting Minutes 
 
President Margie Kott called the meeting to order at 1:05 pm, Tuesday, December 17, 2019, at the 
Oak Harbor Lutheran Church, 1253 NW 2nd Avenue, Oak Harbor, WA.   
 
Announcements and courtesies were called for and acknowledged.  This is Margie Kott’s last 
meeting as President, however she will become our Historian.  Jeanan Richter will assume the 
position of President in January 2020.   
 
The November meeting minutes and the treasurer’s report will be posted on our website, 
www.whidbeygensearchers.org.   
 
Membership:  21 members were in attendance today.   
 
Programs and Publicity:  Jennifer Roberts has notified us she will be unable to serve as the 
Programs and Publicity Chair as previously announced.  Volunteer(s) were once again requested 
for this committee.  Nedra Weber and Carmine Sproull volunteered they would jointly take on this 
responsibility.  The President presented them with the programs binder of past and potential 
speakers and offered a huge ‘thank you’ to both of them.   
 
Newsletter:  Our quarterly newsletter, “The Searcher”, has been emailed to all members and is 
posted on the website.  Thank you John Richter.  
 
Program:  After breaking for the annual pot-luck lunch, we listened to interesting stories and 
anecdotes from several members recalling their ancestry.  We heard stories about moonshiners, 
colorful and unique names of ancestors, and decades of painstakingly reusing the same artificial 
Christmas tree year after year.  Someone brought a framed and very ornate high school diploma 
from the early 1900’s for ‘show and tell’.  We also heard from a Whidbey Island native, born and 
raised on Whidbey before the bridge was built.  Her stories about taking the ferry from Oak Harbor 
to Seattle for medical treatment (a process often taking several days), her farming experience 
before the US Navy bases were constructed, and attending school in Oak Harbor were very 
informative.   
 
After the sharing of these experiences, we were led in Christmas carols by Margie Kott with 
Barbara Green on the violin and Bobby O’Neal on the guitar.   A very good time was had by all.   
 
Next Meeting:  The next WIGS meeting will be held at 1:00 pm on Tuesday, January 21, 2020, at the Oak 
Harbor Lutheran Church.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:50 pm.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Danny Hahn, Secretary 

http://www.whidbeygensearchers.org/

